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for the sea. But his enemy was there before him and stood
between him and the water, between him and safety,
between him and the end of his battle. Another whack on
the head and he reared up on his fore-flippers again roaring
with his mouth wide open, defiant, bewildered, non-
plussed but unafraid of this strange assailant whom he could
only vaguely see. In three strides the bo'sun had come up
to him. He placed the muzzle of his rifle inside the crea-
ture's mouth and shot him through the palate. He collapsed
like a great limp bag upon the stones, the blood oozing from
between his flabby lips. The solitary penguin, disturbed
from his day dream by this unaccustomed commotion,
moved two paces back to the left. And now others burst
through the tussock and the bo'sun, hastily reloading,
strode from one to the other laying them low upon the shingle,
the rifle cracking out repeatedly. He did not always shoot
them through the mouth but sometimes through the head
near the eye. A thick dark stream flowed slowly out of the
circular wound in their heads. Yearling pups and cows
lying half in the water lazily lifted their flippers and scratched
themselves or, digging their flippers into a soft part of the
shingle, threw small stones upon their backs. One or two
near the scene of the slaughter looked mildly at us and
opened their mouths in protest.
Then we drove some more out of the tussock on to the
beach until there were perhaps a dozen corpses, their heads,
from which the blood oozed slowly over the stones, towards
the sea. Only one succeeded in making the sea before the
bo'sun could get to him. He floundered in until the water
covered his body and, turning round, regarded us suspici-
ously for a moment or two, head up. Then, letting his head
sink until his nostrils were only just out of the water, he
resigned himself to slumber with a heavy sigh and forgot us,
Now the business of skinning the seals began, two men to
each corpse. To make death more sure each man, with his
sharp triangular knife, made a deep red gash on each side of